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Black Coaches
No Longer A Curiosity
In NFL

FEBRUARY 5 - FEBRUARY 11, 2009

7th Annual Snoop
Bowl Game
Highlights Youth

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

BY DAVE GOLDBERG
AP FOOTBALL WRITER

Photograph courtesy of Phillip Haywood

Ryan Davis

BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD, JR.
CHALLENGER SPORT WRITER

TAMPA - Snoop Dogg,
AKA Clavin Broadus, had a
multitude of reasons to make
his presence felt in the Tampa
Bay area. On Friday night, he
performed before 10,000 fans
at Channelside; which was
electrifying. His other reason
was that he fielded an All-Star
Team that plays together year
around. So they made the trip
to Tampa to take off the
business at hand by taking on
the Florida Gator All-starts;
who were coached by:
Thaddeus Bullard, ex-Gator,
Mike Alstott, ex-Buc, FSU
Willie Davis, father of Titans,
ex-FSU stars, Chris Davis and
Katina Burkes assisted as a

team mom.
For those that wondered
how the Gator team was
assembled, there were to days
of tryout that consisted of
around 500 kids. Youth
Football in Pinellas County is
really big consisting of
different leagues such as: The
PYFC and the SYFC. Pinellas
County was well represented
at the 7th Annual Snoop Bowl
Game. Players from Pinellas
County were Ryan Davis,
Derrick Walker and Bry’sion
Jackson, St. Pete Green
Devils; Alex Gray, Gibbs Jr.
Gladiators and Tony Jones,
Northeast Bandits.

FOOTBALL

continued on pg. 2

TAMPA (AP) - A small
group gathered for a closeddoor meeting at NFL headquarters two years ago in December,
as it had regularly since 2003.
The topic: identifying minority
candidates for coaching jobs.
The session was led, as
always, by Steelers owner Dan
Rooney. The hottest name
during the discussions - Mike
Tomlin.
So o n aft er, To m l i n was
hired as Pittsburgh’s coach.
It was a classic case of the
“Rooney Rule’’ in action, even
if it wasn’t intended that way.
And on Sunday, Tomlin
delivered the ultimate reward to
Rooney: A Super Bowl championship won by a black coach for
a team owner whose very name
has become synonymous with
diversity hiring.
The Rooney Rule requires
any team with a head coaching
vacancy to interview at least
one minority candidate. Tomlin
is one of 11 black coaches hired
in the NFL since the rule has
been in place, finally addressing
an embarrassing lack of
diversity in America’s most
popular sports league. There
were two in 2002.
Tomlin credits his hiring to
the Rooney Rule.
“I have no question it
helped me get this job,’’ Tomlin

TOMLIN

continued on pg. 8
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Pittsburgh Steelers head coach Mike Tomlin celebrates after his team
defeated the Arizona Cardinals in the NFL Super Bowl XLIII football game,
Sunday, Feb. 1, 2009, in Tampa, Fla. The Steelers won 27-23
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BY ALAN KING
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM THE AFROAMERICAN NEWSPAPERS

BALTIMORE (NNPA) Defeating the incumbent party
chief and three other challengers
after six rounds of balloting,
former Maryland Lt. Gov.
Michael Steele was elected
Friday to chair the Republican
National Committee (RNC),
becoming the first AfricanAmerican to lead the GOP.
Steele takes over a beleaguered
GOP as Republicans seek to
rebound from back-to-back
defeats in national elections that
gave democrats control of
Congress and the White House.
The Washington Post reported
that the decision came after a
series of ballots that displayed a
level of drama rarely seen in
national politics.
With the historic election of

President Barack Obama serving
as the first black president in
America, the Los Angeles Times
reported the move as an “interesting play to corral minority
voters who will be crucial to a
Republican comeback.”
Two African-Americans
campaigned to lead the
Republican National Committee.
Steele, the former Maryland
lieutenant governor, was the first
Af r i c a n - A m e r i c a n t o w i n
statewide office in Maryland.
Four years later, he lost a bid for
the U.S. Senate to Benjamin
Cardin, a democrat.
The other African-American
who had hoped to lead the
Republican Party was Kenneth
Blackwell, the former secretary
of state of Ohio. A staunch conservative who believes that the
party should stand its ground
whether blacks are attracted to it
or not. Blackwell has been
serving as vice chair of the

RNC’s platform committee and
was the party’s 2006 nominee for
governor in Ohio.
Both men ran against several
white candidates who included
former RNC Chair Mike
Duncan; Saul Anuzsis, chair of
the Michigan GOP; Katon
Dawson, chair of South Carolina
Republicans and Chip Saltsman,
a Tennessee party leader who
was campaign manager for
former Arkansas Gov. Mike
Huckabee’s presidential bid and
who generated controversy when
he sent a CD titled “Barack, the
Magic Negro’’ as a Christmas
present to RNC members.
Blackwell started with 20
votes after the first round of
voting, and he had 15 votes after
four rounds. He then dropped his
bid for RNC chair and gave an
impassioned endorsement of
Steele.
Steele won 91 votes out of a
possible 168 in the sixth round.

Lt. Gov. Michael Steele

A simple majority of 85 was
needed, but it took six rounds for
Steele to win.
On the sixth and final ballot,
Steele bested South Carolina
Republican Party Chairman,
Katon Dawson, 91 to 77.
Promising to bring the party to
“every corner and every group”
in the nation and warning
obstructionists to “get ready to

STEELE

continued on pg. 9
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FOOTBALL

Commissioner Ken Welch
To Remain On The
County Commission

continued from front page

That itself says a lot about
Yo u t h League Footba ll in
Pinellas County. Now lets get
on with what happened at the
game. In the first quarter,
Snoops All-Stars marched down
the field on the opening drive to
take a 7-0 lead. The West Coast
All-Starts put together and
impressive drive in the second
quarter only to be denied by a
stingy Gator defense. Late in the
second quarter, The West Coast
All-Starts scored on a safety.
During the third quarter there
was a lot of action for The West
Coast All-Starts. There were
three long runs that were called
back due to penalties. The West
Coast All-Stars scored a safety n
the fourth quarter to go on to
win the game by a scored 10-0.
Offensively, the Gators never
got untracked. David caught a
long bomb and intercepted a
pass to stop a drive by the West
Coast All-Stars.
Historically, The Snoop
Bowl has raised over 50.000 for
the charity. The proceeds will be
benefiting the Mike Alstott
Family Foundation, Big
Bro t her s Big Sisters, The
Children’s Cancer Society and
All Sports Community. The
Snoop Bowl was a huge success
and was well organized.
There were a plethora of
celebrity sightings. In attendance was Nate Dogg, rapper;
Winky Wright, boxer; Deon
Sanders, ex-NFL great; Tyrone
Keys, ex-Chicago Bears; just to
name a few. The event went
well and next years game will
be held in Miami and The West
Coast All-Stars will take on a
squad led by rapper Luther
“Luke” Campbell and once
again, it was a dominating performance by Snoop Dogg.

Derrick Walker

Photograph courtesy of
Commissioner K. Welch
Commissioner Kenneth Welch

To the Citizens of St. Petersburg –

Alex Gray

Bry’sion Jackson

During the last few weeks, I have evaluated
the opportunity to run for Mayor of St.
Petersburg this year. I am thankful and humbled
by your support, encouragement and counsel,
and I am confident that with your support we
could wage a compelling campaign to lead St.
Petersburg. However, the true measure of leadership is not competition for competition’s sake,
but choosing the path that is in the best interest
of the community.
During this process of reflection and evaluation, a friend reminded me of President
Obama’s principle of the “fierce urgency of
now,” and the need for innovative leadership
from the next St. Petersburg Mayor. While I
agree with that perspective, I also strongly
believe that the same urgency applies to the
County Commission, JWB, and other countywide boards that I am honored to serve on
currently. The coming months will bring
unprecedented change in the structure, scope,
and mission of County government, and those
changes will affect all of the citizens of Pinellas

County, including my St. Petersburg neighbors.
In particular, I am concerned about the potential
impact to affordable housing, health care and
human services, public safety and children’s
services.
While the Mayor’s office is very appealing,
I feel compelled to remain engaged in at the
County level to maintain these vital services for
our community and to fully participate in the
reshaping of Pinellas County government.
Therefore after careful consideration I have
concluded that at this time, I can best serve our
community by continuing to focus all of my
energies on my County Commission duties. I
will not be a candidate for Mayor of St.
Petersburg this year.
I wish all of the Mayoral candidates well,
and look forward to working with Mayor Baker,
and his successor, to conquer the significant
challenges before us. Thanks as always for your
collaboration, friendship and support. God
bless.
Ken Welch
Pinellas County Commissioner
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We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

OPINION
Bishop T.D. Jakes’
latest book, “Before You Do:
Making Great Decisions That You
Won’t Regret,” is a must read for
understanding personal relationship decision-making.
The impact of our relationsh i p s w ith f r iends, spouse s,
business associates and others
will have a significant impact on
our future success or failure.
However, many of our personal
associations are a result of either
proximity, the heat of the
moment, expediency or some
other seemingly random occurrence.
“Before You Do” provides a
context and process for understanding and carefully developing
personal relationships that can
endure and help one attain their
mission in life.
Explaining the importance of
relationship decision making, in
chapter one, Bishop Jakes writes,
“I can trace every success or
failure in my life back to
something I did or didn’t decide

effectively. Whether in the course
of developing relationships, doing
business, selecting investments,
or accepting invitations, I’ve
found a direct correlation between
my location on life’s highway and
my decisions to turn, exit, stop, or
start. Extenuating circumstances
beyond my control were always
involved, yet more times than not,
I was a victim or victor of my own
making, achieving or failing
because I did or did not put in
place the necessary prerequisites
to accomplish my desired goals.”
“Relationship decisions are
among the most opportune
choices in our life, and I remind
you that no other leave as many
footprints alongside your own on
life’s journey as those you make
to unite yourself with another
person emotionally, sexually,
spiritually.”
Jakes outlines the five crucial
component s o f rel at i o n s h i p
decision making and throughout
the book further explains and
gives examples to support each of
the components.
• Research: Gathering information and collecting data

• R o ad wo rk : rem o v i n g
obstacles and clearing the path
• Rewards: listing choices and
imaging their consequences
• Revelation: narrowing your
options and making your
selection
• Rearview: looking back and
adjusting as necessary to stay on
course
Bishop Jakes instructs the
reader, “to think of yourself as the
CEO, as a leader, the one who
makes decisions about your life
… you alone have the responsibility to make the choices that will
affect your own performance,
productivity, profitability … To
b e a s u cces s , g o o d l ead ers
surround themselves with others
who complement their strengths
and their weaknesses.”
He describes the three
major categories of one’s team
members.
-Confidants: people in your
life for the long haul. They are
there for a lifetime.
-Constituents: people who
walk with you because they are
for the same goals that you are for.
-Comrades: are not for you

Think of your career
goals and objectives as a race. To
go for the gold in your race you
have to start from somewhere.
D e s p ite today’s ec onomic
hardship, I encourage you to go
for the gold in whatever it is you
hope to accomplish.
The first step is to use the
powerful tool of networking.
Effective business networking
leads to building strong professional relationships and is highly
beneficial in the long run.
The recent article; “Recession
Got You Worried About Your
Job? 6 Networking Tips for You”
on DiversityInc.com, advises
people to reach out to their networking circle now because the
U.S. is in a recession and unemployment rates are skyrocketing.

Knowing the current state of the
economy can break you if you
don’t take a new direction in your
life. Here are some tips on successful ways to network:
Express and utilize your
passion. Your personal passion is
the best gu i d e t o y o u rs el f.
Whatever it is you like to do use
that your advantage. Research
and analyze your specific market
to seek opportunities. After all, to
know our strengths gives us direct
access to our power. You know
yourself better than anyone else,
so find your niches and expand to
better yourself.
Make a name for yourself.
Once you’ve found opportunities
in your field, use them to make a
name for yourself by promoting
yourself. Carrying business cards
at the age of seven, lead me to
become co-founder of Urban
Neighborhood Enterprise

Economic Club, in my hometown
in south side Chicago. It is well
deserved to stand out from others
and set standards to what makes
you unique.
Be confident. Prepare an
introduction speech on who you
are and what you represent to
other business professionals at
networking functions. This lets
them know that you mean
business and that you believe in
yourself. It’s always good to be
yourself and have a positive
attitude no matter what you do in
life.
Take advantage of online
social networks. Although some
online social networks are first
made with personal connections,
they can lead to many professional opportunities, such as LinkedIn
or MeetUp.com. Online social
networks allow you to connect
with people that have the same

and they are not for the same
goals that you are for. They are
attracted to you because they are
against what you are against.
Jakes emphasizes that it is
critical to relationship decisionmaking to identify the people
around you as being in one of
these three groups. Anchor your
life with confidants, frame the
picture with constituents who
share common goals and
overcome common obstacles with
comrades.
In previous columns, I have
re c o m m e n d e d a n u m b e r o f
pe r s o n a l f i n a n c i a l p l a n n i n g
resources including books on
retirement planning, investments,
debt reduction, etc. “Before You
Do” is unique because it provides
a rationale and process for
building strong relationships
which are critical to personal and
financial success.
Visit www.beforeyoudo.com
for exercises and extended
content. (This website is provided
as a courtesy and is not under the
control of Financial Network
Investment Corporation)

interests and career objectives as
you. This is a great way to get
advice from people who have
succeeded in your field.
Seize and conquer. Seize and
conquer every networking opportunities that come your way. By
networking with many business
professionals you’ll be one step
closer to achieving your goals.
After all, your success may be to
own a million-dollar corporation
or to reach to the top in management at your dream company.
I too have had economic
hardships before reaching
success, but along the way I
believed in my market, my
products and my contacts. I know
what I know. I know how to fill
the “in betweens.” Now it’s your
turn to take the steps to achieving
your dream and go for the gold
medal waiting for you at the end
of the finish line.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Making Sense Of Tax Credits:
What Are The EITC And The CTC?

The Earned Income Tax
Credit (EITC) and the Child Tax
Credit (CTC) are federal tax
benefits for working families
and individuals. The EITC can
be worth up to $4,824 for
families who worked in 2008.
Workers rearing more than one
qualifying child who earned less
than $38,646 ($41,646 if
married filing jointly) may be
eligible for EITC. A worker
rearing one qualifying child
who earned less than $33,995
($36,955 if married filing
jointly) may be eligible for
EITC. Workers not rearing
children who earned less than
$12,880 ($15,880 if married
filing jointly) also can qualify.
In addition to the EITC, some
families also can get the CTC,
which can be worth up to
$1,000 per child.
We are reaching out to those
who are eligible for EITC but
are not claiming it. Millions of
dollars are not finding their way
into the pockets of the working
families and individuals who
have earned that money. As a
result, they are going without
the income boost they could be
getting to help them keep their
jobs and care for their families.
To claim the credit, eligible
workers must file a tax return.
Workers who earned too little to
be required to file a tax return
need to know that they do have
a reason to file: It’s the only way
they can claim the credits and
get money they’ve earned.
Workers just entering the labor

force may not know about the
credits and may not be familiar
with tax filing procedures.
Workers who were not eligible
in the past, but who now qualify
because their employment
situation changed or because
they had a child, may not know
they can claim the credits.
There are also workers who
may mistakenly think the
credits are not meant for them.
Foster parents, grandparents
raising grandchildren, people
serving in the military, and
parents of children with disabilities may not realize they can
qualify, or that special rules
apply to them.
Workers who were eligible
for the credit in the past but who
did not claim the credit may not
know they can file for the credit
up to three years back and get
the money they missed out on.
What is the Earned
Income Tax Credit (EITC)?
EITC is a refundable federal
tax benefit for working people.
Eligible workers can get FREE
help filing their tax forms
through the Volunteer Income
Tax Assist an ce (VITA)
program.
Who is a “Qualifying
Child” for the EITC?
Sons, daughters, stepchildren, grandchildren and adopted
children. Brothers, sisters, stepsisters – as well as descendants
of suc h re l at i v es . F o s t er
children who are placed with
the worker by an authorized
government or private

Community Tribute
In Honor Of
Lorian S. William

ST. PETERSBURG - The
newly chartered Florida Chapter
of Black Jewels Ladies Golf
Association will pay tribute to the
late Lorian S. Williams on
Saturday, Feb. 7, at 10 a.m. The
tribute will be held at Greater Mt.
Zion A.M.E. Church, 1045 16th
St. S.
Several community leaders,
business owners, elected officials,
friends, and family will come
together to celebrate the contribu-

tions that Lorian made to the
Tampa Bay community.
In addition to the tribute the
Black Jewels Ladies Golf
Association will compile written
comments from those who would
like to express their love for
Lorian into a manual that will be
available at the 5th Annual
Millionaire Herstory planned for
March 27 and 28. Please email
thoughts and comments to
agaskin.cap@verizon.net.

placement agency
“Qualifying children” must
live with the worker for more
than half of the year. They must
be under age 19, or under age 24
if they are full-time students.
Children of any age who have
total and permanent disabilities
also may be qualifying children.
Valid Social Security numbers
are required for qualifying
children born before December
31, 2008.
Does the EITC affect eligibility for other public
benefits?
EITC does not count as
income in determining eligibility for benefits like cash assistance, Medicaid, food stamps,
SSI or public housing. Some
benefit programs count saving
the EIC resource under certaincircumstances.
The Child Tax Credit: An
Extra Tax Break for Working
Families! What is the Child
Tax Credit?
The Child Tax Credit (CTC)
is a federal tax credit worth up
to $1,000 in 2008 for each qualifying child under age 17
claimed on the worker’s tax
return. This “Additional CTC”
is refundable, meaning some
families can get the credit even
if they owe no income tax.
Eligible families can receive the
“Additional CTC,” or CTC
refund, in a check from the IRS.
Who Can Claim the Child
Tax Credit Refund?
To be eligible for the CTC
refund, a single or married

worker must:
- Have a qualifying child
under age 17;
- Have taxable earned
income above $8,500; and
- Have either a Social
Security number (SSN) or
an I n d i v i d u a l Ta x p a y e r
Identification Number (ITIN).
ITINs are issued by the IRS to
Individuals who are unable to
obtain a Social Security number.
Immigrant workers with either
type of number may be able to
claim the CTC Refund.
Does the CTC affect
public benefits?
The CTC refund does not
count as income in determining
eligibility for any federal, state
or local program benefits, such
as food stamps, SSI or child
care, financed even in part by
federal funds. Some benefit
programs count saving the CTC
as a resource under certain circumstances.
The
Wealth
Building
Coalition of Pinellas County
promotes the Earned Income
Tax Credit – EITC and provides
free tax preparation for low and
moderate income wage earners
to ensure eligible working
families and individuals know
how and where to file. The
Wealth Building Coalition/
Pinellas Prosperity Campaign
is part of the national
Prosperity Campaign initiative
and is supported by JWB
Children’s Services Council of
Pinellas County and The Weekly
Challenger.

Use Children’s
Allowance To
Teach Valuable
Money Skills

BY JASON ALDERMAN

When it comes to
children’s allowances, many
parents struggle with which
approach to take. Some link
allowances to completion of
chores; others feel they
shouldn’t be tied to completing
tasks, but rather, be an opportunity for kids to begin to learn
money-management skills that
will serve them later in life.
My wife and I agree with
the philosophy espoused by
Kristan Leatherman, co-author
of “Millionaire Babies or
Bankrupt Brats,” a guide for
parents to teach personal
and financial responsibility.
Leatherman says children
should be “responsible for
certain age-appropriate chores
designed to teach responsible
behavior by becoming contributing household members
– with allowance falling
outside that equation.”
Leatherman believes that
separating allowance from
chores “allows” your kids to
experiment with money, to
make mistakes and learn from
them in a safe environment,
and to make their own earning,
saving, borrowing and
spending decisions. She notes,
“Why wait until our children
are forced to learn about
personal responsibility and
money the hard way? Why
miss those opportunities when
the lessons are easier to learn
on a daily basis and the price
tags for mistakes are so much
more affordable?”
As an example, we give
our 9-year-old son a weekly
allowance, and he can do additional chores, like washing the
car, to earn extra spending
money. He also knows that he
must give back 10 percent to
c h a r i t y, s i n c e t h a t ’s a n
important value of ours. Our 5year-old daughter will soon be
ready to jump into the
allowance pool, but in the
meantime she has her chores
as well.
Wherever you fall on the
allowance spectrum, here are
several factors to consider:
W h a t c a n y o u a ff o r d ?
Most younger kids don’t really
understand where your money
comes from or that allowances
are merely one portion of your

overall budget. In these tough
times, speak candidly with
your children – albeit without
alarming them unnecessarily –
about what your family can
and cannot afford, your
monthly expenses and savings
goals.
As Leatherman explains,
“Allowance should not be considered a salary and it is not an
entitlement. Kids need to
know that there may be a time
when allowance does not fit
into the family budget due to
other, more pressing expenditures.”
Parental role model. Your
own spending and saving
behaviors will likely influence
how your kids manage their
allowances – and later treat
money as adults. If they see
you spending beyond your
means, not setting aside
emergency savings or making
impulse purchases you can’t
afford, then your entreaties to
save for a rainy day will fall on
deaf ears.
Sh a r e y o u r d e c i s i o n making processes and
encourage sensible behavior.
For example, you could teach
the value of saving and
delayed gratification by
offering to match money your
son saves or earns for a particular toy. Or, if your daughter
wants shoes outside your price
range, find a household job she
can do to make up the difference.
Needs vs. wants.
Leatherman’s book offers
advice on teaching your
children to distinguish
between needs essential items
needed to exist like food and
shelter and wants conveniences and luxuries like toys
and designer duds. She favors
an approach where kids understand that parents will provide
basic necessities and the
“wants” are negotiable. That
way, children can learn how to
prioritize their wants and plan
how they’re going to spend
their money.
For more tips on
structuring your children’s
allowances, visit Visa Inc.’s
free personal financial management site, Practical Money
Skills for Life (www.practicalmoneyskills.com/allowance).
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Continuing The Legacy
Presented By BCU Concert Chorale

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Friday, Feb. 6 - Get Downtown Music Series, Central Ave.
between 2nd and 3rd St. First Friday monthly. Features local
jazz musicians and vendors. www.breakfastoptimist.org or
727-393-3597.

Photograph courtesy of Bethune-Cookman University

CLEA RWATER - The
Bethune-Cookman University
Inspirational Gospel Chorale
of Daytona Beach under the
direction of Dr. Rebecca W.
Steele will perform on Sunday,
Feb. 15, 3:00 p.m. at the
St. John Missionary Baptist
church located at 1900

The Bethune-Cookman University Inspirational Gospel Chorale

P e n n s y l v a n i a Av e . , i n
Clearwater.
The choir renders a wide
range of music to include rock
and jazzy gospel, contemporary and blues gospel, Negro
spirituals as well as acappella
renditions.
Bethune-Cookman

University is a private fouryear Liberal Arts, co-educational, residential university.
Th e u n i v ers i t y i s fu n d ed
through the United Methodist
Church, United Negro College
Fund, endowments from businesses, industries, private gifts,
and other denominations.

For additional information
please contact Ervin Ross Jr.,
Coordinator at (386) 481-2560
or write Inspirational Gospel
Ch oi r, B e t h u n e - C o o k m a n
Un i v e r s i t y, 6 4 0 D r. M a r y
M cL e o d B e t h u n e B l v d . ,
Daytona Beach.

The Dream Team Goes “Old School”
To Close The Gap For
Pinellas County Students
Fresh off the bus from
th e bigges t Pr esidential
In a u gur ation in history,
me m ber s of the Pine llas
County Dream Team say, “It’s
time to go to work to close the
achievement gap right here at
home.”
So far, 140 volunteers have
signed up to take part in the
n e w D r eam Team proje ct
being implemented in Pinellas
County Schools. The project’s
goal is to recruit a total of 200
volunteers who will “stand in
the gap” and make it their
mission to help close the gap-

beginning in three schools this
year, and expanding to additional sites next year.
That includes volunteer
mentors,
tutors,
hallway
monitors, role models, student
group fa cilita t o rs , p aren t
outreach volunteers and others
who can each pitch in two to
four hours per month to work
hands-on with The Redeem
Team of 100 high-potential
who are at high risk for drop
out or failure.
“The only way we are
going to make a difference for
these children is if we roll up

our sleeves to work with them
one-on-one,” says Dr. Eugene
Givens, who is Supervisor of
th e Di s t ri ct ’s F am i l y &
Co m m u n i t y In v o l v em en t
Department. Sixty more volunteers are needed to reach the
goal.
Backers of the Dream
Team project so far include
Rev. Louis Murphy, Donna
Welch, State Representative
Darryl Rouson, Ann ShermanWhite, Urban League
President Gregory Johnson,
Deborah Figgs-Saunders, Rev.
Jonathan Anderson, Attorney

Lisa Brody, Carl Lavender,
who is CEO of the Boys &
Girls Clubs of the Suncoast,
Gwendolyn Reese, Educator
Tamika Leeks-Hughes and
many others.
Superintendent Dr. Julie
Janssen will join the group for
its kick-off meeting on Feb. 19
at 6:00 p.m in the Community
Room on the PTEC-Gibbs
campus.
If you can volunteer to
help “stand in the gap,” please
call Gypsy Gallardo at 7278 6 6 -0 8 7 3 o r D r. E u g e n e
Givens, III at 727-642-4070.

CLASSIFIED

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

727-393-4617

ATTORNEY RODERICK O. FORD
• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $500.00 Plus costs
• Workers’ Compensation (All Job Injuries)
• Employment (Job) Discrimination
• Social Security Disability
• Auto Accidents
St. Petersburg Office (727) 209-0814 • Tampa Office (813) 223-1200
Visit Us On-Line: www.fordlaw.org
NAACP Member Former U.S. Army Attorney

CALVARY
CATHOLIC
CEMETERY
Burial Spaces

$990

Pre-need
Interest-free
financing
available

Prayer of Supplication
to the Holy Spirit.
Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems,
who lights all roads so that I can
obtain my goal. You who give me the
Divine gift to forgive and forget
all evils against me, and that in all
instances of my life you are with me.
I want this short prayer to thank you
for all things and to confirm
once again that I never want to be
separated from you. And even
in spite of all material illusions
I wish to be with you in eternal glory.
Thank you for your mercy
towards me and mine.
Pray this prayer for 3 consecutive days,
after 3 days the favor requested will be
granted. Even if it may appear difficult
you must publish this prayer
immediately after the favor is Granted
without mentioning the favor. Amen.

5233 118 Ave. North
Clearwater, FL 33760

727-572-4355

WELCOME YOUR LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

Creal Funeral
Home

1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 896-2602

Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance

(Serving the Community at this Location Since 1966)

Saturday, Feb. 14 - Calling all members of Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority, Inc., in the Pinellas County area, active/inactive, join
us for a time of fun and fellowship. “Zetatine Brunch”, at
11:30 a.m., Enoch Davis Center, 1111 18th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg. Sponsored by the members of Zeta Gamma
Zeta Chapter. For additional information, contact
dlampley@tampabay.rr.com or (727) 865-7791.

State Approved Pre-Funeral
Arrangement Plan

WE CAN HELP!!!

WELCH ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICE
1601 16th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 894-0511 • (727) 823-7910
Income Tax Preparation
24- Hour Rapid Refund Available
Notary Public
Information Available on Reverse Mortgages

Saturday, Feb. 7 - FISH-ful Saturday: Fish in Love! Pier
Aquarium, 800 2nd Ave. N.E. Noon to 2 p.m. www.pieraquarium.org or 727-895-7437.

Serving the community since 1950

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Saturday, Feb. 7 - Black History Festival - Celebrating
African-American Heritage, SweetBay, 1794 22nd St. S. 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. Activities Include: food samples, free health
screenings, children's activities, entertainment, history
exhibits, giveaways and more! 727-820-9014.

If you are 62 years or older, mobility impaired,
or on a limited income
YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR A
RENT SUBSIDIZED APARTMENT
at
540 Second Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL
Call us at (727) 823-1575
FL Relay TTY 1-800-955-8771

MLF TOWERS

CLASSIFIED
ADS WORK!!
NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT!

Call (727) 896-2922

Robert Creal, Sr., LFD

MAKE YOUR SMILE SHINE IN “2009”
Ligon & Ligon D.D.S.,P.A.
5201 Central Ave.
Saint Petersburg, Florida 33710

727-321-7880

$25.00 OFF ANY ONE OF THESE SERVICES
*White Fillings*
*Sedation Dentistry*
*1 Hour Teeth Whitening*
*Implants*
*Extractions*

*Dentures/Partials*
*Root Canals*
*Gum Treatment*
*Crowns & Bridges*
* Veneers*

$99 New Patient Special: Includes Comprehensive Exam,
Full mouth X-Rays, Periodontal Screening, Oral Cancer
Screening, Custom Treatment Plans, and Study Models.

*NO CASH VALUE*. THIS COUPON MAY NOT BE
USED WITH ANY OTHER SPECIALS.
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CHURCH NEWS

Annual Senior Walk And
Fun-Fest Returns To Mosi

Bethel A.M.E

TAMPA - On Thursday,
February 12, Tampa Bay Senior
citizens can enjoy a fun-filled day
complete with physical activity,
health education as well as free
admission to the Museum of
Science & Industry during Senior
Connection’s 13th Annual Senior
Walk and Fun-Fest!
The Senior Walk begins at 8
a.m. and takes place in MOSI’s
Back Woods, a one-mile nature
trail that is wheelchair accessible. All registered walkers will
receive a continental breakfast,
Back Woods Walk T-shirt, and
one complimentary IMAX
Dome Theatre film voucher —
not valid for special engagement
films. Senior citizens can also
take part in “Medical
Miracles”on Monday mornings
— an all new senior program that
takes guests on a guided tour of

Gunther von Hagens’ BODY
WORLDS and The Story of the
Heart — admission includes
complimentary coffee, morning
refreshments (while supplies
last), and an in-depth tour of
BODY WORLDS with a MOSI
educator.
MOSI is a not-for-profit,
community-based institution and
educational resource dedicated
to advancing public interest,
knowledge, and understanding
of science, industry, and technology. With a total size of over
400,000 square feet, MOSI is the
largest science center in the
southeastern United States, and
home to the only IMAX Dome
Theatre in the state of Florida.
Kids In Charge! The Children’s
Science Center at MOSI is the
largest children’s science center
in the nation. Disasterville,

feat u ri n g Weat h erQu es t ,
combines education and 10,000
square feet of interactive exhibits
on the science behind natural
d i s as t ers . M OS I’s n ewes t
permanent exhibition, The
Amazing You, explores the fascinating world of the beginning of
life, childhood, and adolescent
developmental life stages.
IMAX Dome Theatre not
included with FREE admission
($6.95 for Seniors).
Admission does not include
BODY WORLDS & The Story
of the Heart.
Fee required for walk registration. Check-in is at 7:30 a.m.
Walk registration forms must be
submitted by February 5, 2009 to
p art i ci p at e. P l eas e v i s i t
www.srmagazine.com/ or call
(813) 653-1988 for more information.

Student Applications For Sister
City Trip Due February 20

S T. P E T E R S B U R G The city of St. Petersburg
International Relations Committee
and the Rays Foundation are
sponsoring an annual cultural
exchange with Takamatsu, Japan,
its sister city since 1961. Two
high school juniors who are
residents of St. Petersburg will be
selected to officially represent our
city as goodwill ambassadors to
Takamatsu this summer.
In addition to experiencing
typical Japanese family life,
culture and sights, our student
ambassadors will have the oppor-

tunity to enlighten young people
of Ta ka ma tsu ab o u t S t .
Petersburg's people and culture,
said Abdul K. Ali, chair of the
city's International Relations
Committee.
The high school juniors
selected will receive free
economy round trip airfare to
Takamatsu and a home stay with
a Japanese family (or families)
for up to three weeks during the
summer of 2009. After the
exchange trip, each student must
be available for interviews to
promote the program for the next

year. Each student agrees to share
his or her experiences with
students, civic groups and other
interested citizens upon return
from the exchange.
The application form is
available on the city's web site,
w w w. s t p e t e . o r g / j a p a n .
Applications must be postmarked
or e-mailed by Feb. 20, 2009.
F o r m o re i n fo rm at i o n ,
contact the city's international
relations liaison at 727-551-3250
or e-mail, ann.wykell@stpete.org.

Pastor David L. Connelly and
Members of Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church cordially invite you
to spend Founder’s Day at the Historic
House of Bethel. On Sunday, February
8, at the 11:00 hour, we will celebrate
the founding of our great church in this
month of Black History recognition by
honoring those in our congregation
who are in their excellent eighties and

noteworthy nineties.
Each of the elders will receive a
gratitude box filled with well-wishes
and reminders of long ago memories
written by members of the congregation and community. These notes and
letters are meant to warm their souls
and hearts in days and years to come.
We thank God for the blessing of our
elders, for they give us heritage, history

and legacy. The minister for the
morning will be Reverend Mazie
Rojas. Following the morning service
we will adjourn to the fellowship hall
to enjoy Christian camaraderie and
partake of some “old-fashioned” real
lemonade, teacakes and pound cake.
Join us as we honor the Great
Faithfulness of God from Generation to
Generation.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City”, under the
leadership of our soldier of the cross and
drum major for justice, Dr Rickey L.
Houston, extend an invitation to the
community to join us as we communicate Gods’ Word at 10:00 a.m. worship
service on Sunday, Sunday School at
9:00 a.m. and Bible Study and Teen
Summit on Wednesday evening, at 7:00.
We also encourage the community to
make use of our Prayer Line. (727-3219645).
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary
Baptist Church is committed to a
Christ-centered, people-centered, team-

centered and Bible-based ministry; with
priorities focused on love, forgiveness,
unity, peace and growth. We celebrate in
worship, we care for one another, we
cultivate the fullest spiritual life possible,
both individually and corporately, and
we communicate God’s truth at every
opportunity. Living out these priorities
results in a kaleidoscope of ministries at
Bethel Metropolitan for all ages and
interests.
The NIA Project Tutorial Program is
Tuesday and Thursday from 3:30-6:30
p.m. for middle and high school
students. It contains tutoring in Reading,
Math, Writing, FCAT and SAT/ACT. For

information and applications contact
Bethel Metropolitan Church office at
727-327-0554. GET THE HELP YOUR
CHILD NEED!!
Our church family is celebrating
Black History Month with a collage of
activities and events, among them our
Prayer Breakfast on Saturday, February
7 at 8:30 a.m. The Shepherds of Love
Bereavement Ministry is hosting this
black history event, and on the 4 Sunday
(February 22) we will observe our
annual Soul Food Fest and African Attire
Day-in which the members prepare their
favorite dish and bring it to share with
the church family and friends.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st St. S., St.
Petersburg.
“One Lor d, One Fai t h, One
Baptism, One Church”
“When a stone into the water is
thrown, its circle soon grows beyond
its own, for a ripple can never stand
alone. Every ripple creates another, just
like when you touch your brother, you
move him to reach out to others. And
you’ll never, ever really know how far
your ripples of love go, all because, to
God, you did not say “No.”
Lord, when I am discouraged;
remind me that you continue to work

long after my work is done. May I only
say “Yes” to you for the results.”
On behalf of the First Family we
wish you and yours a wonderful, purposeful and prosperous Week!
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Gods’
anointed and appointed leader, and the
entire Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church Family extends a cordial
welcome to each of you.
Join us for worship services
Sunday at 7:45 and 10:45 am.
We are believers in Christ who are
reaching out to the world, preaching
the gospel to the unsaved and teaching
the saved to serve by demonstrating the

love of Christ.
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Weekly Meditation on WRXB at
6:45 a.m. Tune in to hear Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr. Wednesday Noon Day Bible
Study; 6:30 p.m. Intercessory Prayer;
7:00 p.m. Evening Bible Study.
First Wednesday of each month,
join us at 7:00 p.m. for Wednesday
night live worship service. Living in
victory everyday.
Visit our Web site at www.fmbctheship.org, email us at
fmbc3300@verizon.net. or call 727906-8300.

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church

“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE
HOPE”
Our Esteemed Pastor, Reverend
Carlos L. Senior and the New Hope
Church family invite you to our weekly
services and events. Early Morning
Service at 7:45; Sunday School at 9:15.
(Classes for all ages) Mid-Morning
Service at 10:30.
MIDWEEK P.U.S.H. (PRAYER +

UNDERSTANDING = SPIRITUAL
HELP)
Wednesday Evenings, 6:30 - 7:30
Prayer; 7:30 - 8:30 Bible Study (Adults
and Youth); Thursday, 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Band; 6:30 p.m. Choir and
Praise Team Rehearsal.
UPCOMING EVENTS
Feb. 12 Church Engagement,
Galilee M. B. Church, 7:00 p.m.

Feb. 28 Women’s Prayer Breakfast
“Prayer Changes Things’ Healing for
the Troubled Heart. Guest Speaker: Sis.
Kay Curry, 9:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall.
Donation: $10.00
SPRING REVIVAL March 25 –27
Rev. Kevin Adams, Guest Revivalist,
Olivet Baptist Church, Chattanooga,
Tennessee. Come and hear this
powerful man of God!

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church
The Mothers' and Senior Women Mission Ministries are sponsoring a
Give-a-way on Saturday, February 28, from 10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.
The community is invited to stop by New Mount Olive Primitive Baptist Church
at 3001 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg and share in this event.
We look forward to seeing you. Elder Tony L. Bradley, Pastor

St. John Missionary Baptist Church

St. John M. B. Church
3200 Fifth Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 327-1373
We welcome you to come in fellowship with the Church of Love: St.
John M. B. Church, 3200 Fifth Ave. S.,
pastored by our beloved Rev. Norris L.
Martin, Sr.

Please join us for 7:30 a.m.
worship, 9:30 a.m. Sunday School and
11:00 a.m. worship each Sunday. Our
Wednesday night Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study are at 7:00 p.m., and 11:00
a.m. Prayer Meeting each Friday.
The 2009 Church Anniversary
Committee is busy preparing for our
48th Anniversary Celebration in April

and several activities will be held
within the next few months.
The committee is sponsoring a trip
to Sawgrass Mills Flea Market in Ft.
Lauderdale on Feb. 28. For further
details, please contact Sis. Pat Henry at
501-6842 or Sis. Marlica Tomlinson at
867-0176.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, under the leadership of its
dynamic, spirited, man of God, the
Reverend Brian Kenneth Brown, its official
staff of Deacons and Trustees, and the entire
congregation of St. Mark, extends to the
community at large, its wishes that there
would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St. Mark, we are
Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His awesome gift,
His son Jesus Christ.
Calendar Events
Feb. 8 Church outing: Galilee M.B.
Church Sunday at 3:30 p.m.
Feb. 6-7 South Florida Progressive

Mid-Winter Board in Palmetto, Fla.
Feb. 7 Pastor’s Aid Board Meeting, 11
a.m.
St. Mark Offers …
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages. Sunday
School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to come out and
study the Bible with us and learn “What
Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday at 6:00
p.m. Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is
held every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible Study is
held every Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
every Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m.
St. Mark After School Tutoring
Ministry: Neighbors Involved in Kids
Education (N.I.K.E.). Open to all school
age children ever Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Thursday from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAYS
DESTINATION GRADUATION:
Wednesdays-6:15p.m.-7:30 p.m. all
Ages: Reading Specialist; Free computer
class for children and youth. In addition,
there is tutorial assistance for Math (Algebra
and Geometry) and Senior Focus for all
High School Seniors (FCAT, ACT/SAT);
assistance with college applications, essay
and financial aid/scholarships.
St. Mark Technology Lab: the St. Mark
Computer Lab will be open and available
for use on Tuesday and Wednesday
evenings from 5:30 pm. to 7:30 p.m.

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
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ENTERTAINMENT

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Nat King Cole

Nathaniel Adams Coles
(March 17, 1919 – February 15,
1965), known professionally as
Nat King Cole, was an American
musician who first came to
prominence as a leading jazz
pianist. Although an accomplished pianist, he owes most of
his popular musical fame to his
soft baritone voice, which he
used to perform in big band and
jazz genres. He was the first
black American to host a television variety show and has maintained worldwide popularity
over 40 years past his death; he is
widely considered one of the
most important musical personalities in United States history.
Born Nathaniel Adams
Coles in Montgomery, Alabama
on Saint Patrick's Day in 1919,
his family moved to Chicago,
Illinois while he was still a child.
There, his father became a
Baptist minister. Nat learned to
play the organ from his mother,
Perlina, the church organist. His
first performance, at age four,
was of “Yes! We Have No
Bananas.” He began formal
lessons at the age of 12, eventually learning not only jazz and
gospel music, but European
classical music, performing, as
he said, "from Johann Sebastian
Bach to Sergei Rachmaninoff."
Inspired by the playing of
Earl Hines, Cole began his performing career in the mid-1930s
while he was still a teenager,

adopting the name “Nat Cole.”
His older brother, Eddie Coles, a
bass player, soon joined Nat's
band, and the brothers made
their first recording in 1936
under Eddie's name. They were
also regular performers at clubs.
In fact, Nat got his nickname
“King” performing at one jazz
club, a nickname presumably
reinforced by the otherwiseunrelated nursery rhyme about
Old King Cole. He was also a
pianist in a national touring
revival of ragtime and Broadway
theatre legend Eubie Blake's
revue, “Shuffle Along.” When it
suddenly failed in Long Beach,
California, Cole decided to
remain there.
Nat Cole and three other
musicians formed the “King
Cole Swingers” in Long Beach
and played in a number of local
bars before getting a gig on the
Long Beach Pike for US$90 per
week.
On November 5, 1956, “The
Nat King Cole Show” debuted
on NBC-TV. The Cole program
was the first of its kind hosted by
an African-American.
It initially began as a 15minute show on Monday night,
the program was expanded to a
half hour in July 1957. Despite
the efforts of NBC, as well as
many of Cole's industry colleagues—many of whom, such
as Ella Fitzgerald, Harry
Belafonte, Mel Tormé, Peggy
Lee and Eartha Kitt worked for
industry scale in order to help the
show save money—The Nat
King Cole Show was ultimately
done in by lack of a national
sponsorship. Companies such
as Rheingold Beer assumed
regional sponsorship of the
show, but a national sponsor
never appeared.
The last episode of "The Nat
King Cole Show" aired

December 17, 1957. Cole had
survived for over a year, and it
was he, not NBC, who ultimately decided to pull the plug on the
show. NBC, as well as Cole
himself, had been operating at
an extreme financial loss.
Commenting on the lack of
sponsorship his show received,
Cole quipped shortly after its
demise, “Madison Avenue is
afraid of the dark.” This
statement, plus the passing of
time, has fueled the urban legend
that Cole's show had to close
down despite enormous popularity. In fact, the Cole program was
routinely beaten by the competition at ABC, which was then
riding high with its travel and
western shows. In addition,
musical variety series have
always been risky enterprises
with a fickle public; among the
one-season casualties are Frank
Sinatra in 1957, Judy Garland in
1963 and Julie Andrews in 1972.
In 1964, Nat King Cole
made his final television appearance on The Jack Benny
Program. Benny in true fashion
allowed his guest star to steal the
show at a time when racism was
still rampant in America. Cole
sang “When I Fall in Love” in
perhaps his finest and most
memorable performance. Cole
was introduced as “the best
friend a song ever had” and
traded very humorous banter
with Benny. Cole highlighted a
classic Benny skit, in which
Benny is upstaged by an
emergency stand-in drummer.
Introduced as Cole’s cousin, five
year old James Bradley Jr.
stunned Benny with incredible
drumming talent and participated with Cole in playful banter at
Benny’s
expense.
Cole’s
dignified performance was years
ahead of its time, though this
would prove to be his last.

Today In Black History

Henry Louis “Hank” Aaron
(born February 5, 1934 in
Mobile, Alabama), nicknamed
"Hammer," "Hammerin' Hank,”
and "Bad Henry,” is a retired
American baseball player whose
Major League Baseball (MLB)
career spanned from 1954
through 1976. After playing with
the Indianapolis Clowns of the
Negro American League and in
the minor leagues, Aaron started
his Major League Baseball career
in 1954. He played 21 seasons
with the Milwaukee and Atlanta
Braves in the National League,
and his last two years (1975–76)
with the Milwaukee Brewers in
the American League. In his
career, Aaron had many accomplishments and set many records.
His most notable achievement
was setting the MLB record for
most career home runs with 755,
which he held for 33 years until
being surpassed by San
Francisco Giants outfielder Barry
Bonds on August 7, 2007.
During his professional
career, Aaron performed at a consistently high level for an
extended period of time. He hit
24 or more home runs every year
from 1955 through 1973, and is
Hank Aaron

the only player to hit 30 or more
home runs in a season at least 15
times. He is one of only four
players to have at least 17
seasons with 150 or more hits.
Aaron made the All-Star team
every year from 1955 until 1975
and won three Rawlings Gold
Glove Awards. In 1957 he won
the National League Most
Valuable Player Award, while
that same year, the Braves won
the World Series. It was Aaron's
one World Series victory during
his career as a player.
Aaron's consistency helped
him to establish a number of
important hitting records during
his 23-year career. Aaron holds
the MLB records for the most
career runs batted in, 2,297, the
most career extra base hits,
1,477, and the most career total
bases, 6,856. He is also in the top
five for career hits with 3,771,
3rd and runs with 2,174, tied for
4th with Babe Ruth. He also is in
second place in at-bats, 12,364,
and in third place in games,
3,298.
To honor Aaron's contributions to Major League Baseball,
MLB created the Hank Aaron
Award, an annual award given to
the hitters voted the most
effective in each respective
league. He is the last Negro
league baseball player to play in
the major leagues. He was
inducted into the Baseball Hall of
Fame in 1982, his first year of eligibility.
In 1999, editors at The
Sporting News ranked Hank
Aaron 5th on their list of
"Greatest Baseball Players." That
same year, baseball fans named
Aaron to the Major League

Baseball All-Century Team.
In 2002, scholar Molefi Kete
Asante listed Hank Aaron on his
list of 100 Greatest African
Americans.
During the 2006 season, San
Francisco Giants slugger Barry
Bonds passed Babe Ruth and
moved into 2nd place on the alltime home run list, attracting
growing media coverage as he
drew ever closer to Aaron's
record. Playing off the intense
interest in their perceived rivalry,
Aaron and Bonds made a television commercial that aired
during Super Bowl XLI, shortly
before the start of the 2007
baseball season, in which Aaron
jokingly tried to persuade Bonds
to retire before breaking the
record.
After Bonds hit his recordbreaking 756 home run on
August 7, 2007, Aaron made a
surprise appearance on the
JumboTron video screen at
AT&T Park in San Francisco to
congratulate Bonds on his
accomplishment:
I would like to offer my congratulations to Barry Bonds on
becoming baseball's career home
run leader. It is a great accomplishment which required skill,
longevity and determination.
Throughout the past century, the
home run has held a special place
in baseball and I have been privileged to hold this record for 33 of
those years. I move over now and
offer my best wishes to Barry and
his family on this historical
achievement. My hope today, as
it was on that April evening in
1974, is that the achievement of
this record will inspire others to
chase their own dreams.

St. Petersburg College’s First
Annual Jazz Festival

Hats are off and accolades
galore go out to St. Petersburg
College for their hosting of the very
first annual St. Petersburg College
Jazz Festival. For years there have
been annual Florida jazz festivals
in Jacksonville, Pensacola,
Hollywood, Miami, and as close as
Clearwater and Sarasota. However,
none have been promoted in St.
Petersburg until recently. For three
consecutive nights, great jazz was
heard in concert in the auditorium at
the Music Center, St. Petersburg/
Gibbs Campus.
Jan. 29-31, St. Petersburg
College acted as host to a myriad of
history making jazz fans. The most
sincere appreciation for a job welldone should be extended to the
people who made it all possible.
Genuine thanks to Dr. David
Manson whose dream it was to have
a jazz festival in the city. Sincere
thanks to jazz enthusiasts Don and
Jane Silverberg, whose dedicated
support of the festival made it all
possible through the Silverberg
Foundation. Of course, thanks are in
line for the staff of Dr. Manson who
worked diligently as a team helping
to make the festival such a huge
success.
The first night of the festival,
the Helios Jazz Orchestra, with
special guest saxophonist “Sweet”
Sue Terry was, highlighted. The
orchestra is an ensemble-inresidence at St. Petersburg College,
which came together in September
of 2008. It is comprised of a creative
mix of students, professional
musicians and skilled amateur
musicians who possess a committed
love of big band music. It was a
pleasant surprise to hear how much
their playing together had improved
after several months of experience,
and the attending audience showed
their approval with loud and
sustained applause. A few of the
tunes that the ensemble performed
were “Fancy Pants,” “Boptitude
Test” and “Blue Brass.”

On two of the tunes, popular
Tampa Bay vocalist Joanna Rose,
joined the band performing
“Orange Colored Sky” and
“Alright, Okay, You Win.” Joanna
is a local talent who came to this
area from Los Angeles about three
years ago. She has already established her mark in the Tampa music
scene performing with local live
bands. However, more recently you
can hear her in a duo setting performing with popular jazz pianist
Kim Purling. Also, taking part and
performing two tunes with the band,
guest artist “Sweet” Sue Terry
offered up an original “The
Troubadours” and her arrangement
of a tune, composed by jazz icon
Clifford Jordon, “Quittin’ Time.”
On these two tunes “Sweet” Sue
gave the audience just a hint of what
they could expect on Saturday when
she would appear with her jazz
quartet.
On Friday night, the world
music quintet, Manigua, led by
guitarist Alfredo Rivero, performed
a wide spectrum of Latin music
including Flamenco, Son, Tango
and more to an audience of about
150. Also, appearing was the very
popular local group O Som Do Jazz.
This group is the brainchild of trombonist Dr. Manson and play a
variety of Brazilian Bossa Nova,
samba-jazz and features Rio de
Janeiro vocalist Andrea Moraes
Manson. Andrea, who is the spouse
of Dr. Manson, moved to the Tampa
Bay area from Rio in 2000.
On the final evening of entertainment, The “Sweet” Sue Terry
Quartet performed. Playing alto
saxophone and vocals was “Sweet”
Sue, Richard Drexler, piano; Mark
Neuenschwander, bass and Tracy
Alexander on drums. Their musical
presentation was simply superb.
“Sweet” Sue hails from New York
by way of the Hartt School in
Hartford, Connecticut, at which
time she was the protégé of jazz
icon Jackie McLean. In New York,

she claimed as her musical mentors
jazz great pianist Barry Harris, and
saxophone giants Clifford Jordan
and Junior Cook. Her mentors are
the musicians who dubbed her
“Sweet” Sue.
“Sweet” Sue’s performance on
Saturday accompanied by Drexler,
Neuenschwander and Tracy, was
just one note short of being perfect.
Each of the musicians demonstrated
why they are considered to be one
of the best players on their respective instruments, although he did not
play bass on Saturday, Drexler is
also considered to be one of the best
bassists in the Tampa Bay area.
Their uptempo tunes were “hot”
and their medium paced pieces
were all in the “groove.”
Throughout their performance
musical notes soared high and then
low; slow and then picking up
momentum, each instrument sound
connecting with the others, pushing
and supporting each other’s solo
efforts. Towards the end of their performance, I was thoroughly pleased
with the offering of a favorite tune
of mine, a Horace Silver gem,
“Sister Sadie.”
All in all, the festival was a
huge success, and there is no doubt
that it will be continued. I had the
opportunity to chat with a few
audience members. Each one stated
how much they had enjoyed the
entire three nights of the festival,
and would surely be back to check it
out next year. I couldn’t help but
smile and be thankful that everyone
in attendance had done their part in
“Keeping Jazz Alive.”
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my Web site
at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email
me at JazzJamm@aol.com. You
may also mail your letters to Rick
Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly
Challenger, 2500 ML King St., S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Serena's 10th Slam
Moves Her Back To Number One

Serena Williams

BY JOHN PYE

MELBOURNE, Australia
(AP) - Serena Williams always
selects a special outfit to bring to
Australia for a victory celebration. Every second year, she gets
to wear it.
Williams' 6-0, 6-3 rout of
Dinara Safina on Saturday
earned her a 10th Grand Slam
title, a fourth Australian title
coming each odd-numbered year
since 2003 and the No. 1
ranking.
“I actually forgot until the
end when I was saying hi to my
box. They're like, “Hey, you're
No. 1.” I was like, “Oh, yeah,”
she said.
Not that a number means
everything.
“I always believe I'm the
best, whether I'm No. 1 or 100,”
she said. “Just having that extra
bonus is pretty cool.”
Williams set aside a stylish
black top to wear for the big
occasion this time. In between

TOMLIN

continued from front page

said. “Anything that brings a
group of people an opportunity
is a policy worth having. But I
also thought that eventually I’d
get an opportunity, Rooney Rule
or not.’’
The rule was born after two
lawyers, Cyrus Mehri and the
late Johnnie Cochran Jr., threatened to sue the NFL in October
2002 if it didn’t open up more
opportunities for minorities.
T h e n - com mis s ioner P aul
Ta g l i abue, who ha d be en
pushing minority hiring for the
13 years he had been in office,
immediately appointed Rooney
to head a committee on the
subject.
He was the perfect choice a humble man who cares deeply
about his team, the game and
the people involved with it.
Now 76, Rooney eats daily
in the cafeteria at the Steelers’
facility with the rest of the
t e a m ’s em ployees — from
players to secretaries.
Politically, he’s to the left of
most of the NFL’s conservative
owners. He endorsed Barack
Obama during the Pennsylvania
Democratic primary last April
and campaigned for him and
with him, notably in Steelers
strongholds in western
P e n n s y l v a n i a a n d We s t
Virginia.
At the Super Bowl, he has
kept a low profile, preferring to
talk to Pittsburgh reporters and
others he knows. On media day,
he walked the field, slightly
hunched, wearing a windbreaker and brown pants with suspenders, a phalanx of cameras
trailing him.
The son of the Steelers
founder Art Rooney, he’s more
comfortable working out of the
public eye, as he did when
Tagliabue put him on the
diversity
committee.
Two
months after his group got the
assignment, they came up with
the rule.

the match, doping tests and
media
commitments,
she
changed into it.
“I always bring an outfit for
the championships,” she said. “I
always try to think positive, and I
think it helps me be able to win.”
Williams was so dominant
that Safina, a 22-year-old
Russian playing in her second
major final, didn't feel worthy of
being on the same court.
“It was my first time playing
not only for the Grand Slam, but
also for the No. 1 spot,” said
Safina, the 2008 French Open
runner-up. “I've never been
through this situation, and she
has.”
“Serena was too good ... I
was just a ballboy on the court
today,” added Safina, apologizing to the Rod Laver Arena
crowd afte r t h e 5 9 -m i n u t e
match.
After Melbourne's hottest
three-day heat wave on record,
conditions were a relatively mild
26 degrees C (79 F) for the tournament's first women's final at
night.
Safina had been hoping to
emulate two feats her brother,
Marat Safin, achieved. He won
the 2005 Australian Open the
day after Serena won her second
title here and held the No. 1
ranking.
“She played exactly the way
she had to play and she was

much more aggressive,” Safina
said.
“She didn't give me a
chance.”
Williams' win at the U.S.
Open in September gave her the
No. 1 ranking for the following
four weeks, her first stint at the
top since a 57-week span from
July 2002.
She started this year at No. 2
and slowly worked her way
through the tournament. She was
struggling with her serve at times
and had to fend off Svetlana
Kuznetsova in the quarterfinals
when the Russian was serving
for the match.
She lifted herself in the
semis to snap Olympic
champion Elena Dementieva's
15-match winning streak and
was overpowering from the first
game of the final, losing only
eight points and winning 18 of
the last 20 in the 22-minute first
set.
Williams finished with 23
winners and just seven unforced
errors, winning more than twice
as many points as Safina.
“It was definitely one of my
most dominant performances,
especially considering it was a
final,” Williams said. “I was able
to just lift the level of my game.”
The first set was only the
third 6-0 scoreline in the
Australian Open final in 47
years. On the court after the

match, Williams commended
Safina for never giving up and
being a good advertisement for
women's tennis.
In a news conference later,
she was asked if fans should be
surprised or worried about a 6-0
set in a final.
“Uhm, hmm. I don't know ...
You should never be surprised by
anything that I do.”
Williams' win here gave her
back-to-back majors for the first
time
since
winning
the
Australian title in 2003 to
complete her “Serena Slam'' of
four consecutive majors. The
only other woman since then to
win back-to-back majors was
now-retired Justine Henin, who
won the 2003 U.S. Open and
2004 Australian titles.
American twins Bob and
Mike Bryan won their seventh
on Saturday, beating Mahesh
Bhupathi of India and Mark
Knowles of the Bahamas 2-6, 75, 6-0 to regain the No. 1
ranking.
“All I know is Serena usually
picks up the bill,” Mike Bryan
said of the impending, co-celebrations.
Williams took less than onefifth of the time to beat Safina
than top-ranked Rafael Nadal
needed to fend off fellow
Spanish left-hander Fernando
Verdasco to reach the men's
final.

“It wasn’t as easy to get
done as some people now seem
to think it was,’’ Rooney said.
“A lot of people thought the
league was meddling in team
business. We got comments
like, ‘Why should you be
involved in telling us who to
hire?”
But it has undeniably had an
impact.
During the second half of
this season, after Mike
Singletary got the San Francisco
49ers job, there were seven
black coaches - an all-time high.
There are six now, with
vacancies in Kansas City and
Oakland yet to be filled.
The current group includes
Raheem Morris, who at just 32
was picked this month to lead
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers.
While the NFL hasn’t
achieved the coaching diversity
of other sports leagues the NBA
has had double-digit numbers of
black coaches for a decade,
Major League Baseball has nine
blac k, Hisp an i c o r As i an
managers for 30 teams the
Rooney Rule seems to have
inspired minority hires not only
on the sidelines but in the front
offices.
The rule does not apply to
top executive hires, but the
number of black general
managers has increased from
one in 2002 to five now. Just as
important is the success of
minority coaches and GMs: five
of the six teams in the last three
Super Bowls have had either
black coaches or general
managers.
The group includes Tomlin
and general manager Rod
Graves of the Arizona
Cardinals, who will play the
S te elers on S u n d ay ; J erry
Reese, general manager of the
New York Giants, who beat
New England last year; recently
retired Colts coach Tony
Dungy; and Lovie Smith of
Chicago. In 2007, the latter two
were the first black coaches in a
Super Bowl.

“To me, that’s remarkable,”
Mehri said this week. “To go
from a situation two decades
ago when the only minorities in
the NFL were on the field to
having people of color in the
forefront of all but one of the
Super Bowl teams is the kind of
progress we’ve never thought
we’d get so quickly.’’
Mehri, a Washington-based
civil rights lawyer, has gone
from being an outsider to an
insider under the Rooney Rule.
Another participant is John
Wooten, a guard for Cleveland
and Washington from 1959-69
and chairman of the Fritz
Pollard Alliance, an organization named after the man who in
1921 became the NFL’s first
black head coach.
Pollard was a player-coach
in an era where many teams
were pickup squads that
changed from week to week. He
was an exception, however. By
the 1930s, the NFL wouldn’t
even sign black players, a
practice that lasted until 1946, a
year before Jackie Robinson
integrated baseball.
Wooten and Hall of Fame
linebacker Harry Carson, the
Pollard Alliance’s executive
director, are among the participants in those annual December
meetings. They help league
officials keep track of potential
minority candidates.
Rooney plays down his role
as a pioneer in race relations —
just as he plays down the role of
the Rooney Rule in the hiring of
Tomlin.
He said he chose Tomlin as
only the third Steelers coach in
nearly 40 years without considering his race. He had heard of
him during the league office
meetings and also got a strong
recommendation from Dungy,
who played and coached for the
Steelers and hired Tomlin when
he was in Tampa.
“He was NOT a Rooney
R u l e can d i d at e, ’’ R o o n ey
insisted this week, noting that
before the Steelers interviewed

Tomlin, they had spoken to Ron
Rivera, who was then Chicago’s
defensive coordinator. “We
already had talked to Rivera,
which met the requirement. We
chose the man we thought was
best for the job.”
Still, without the rule, it
would have taken longer for
Tomlin to get into the pipeline.
Job candidates themselves
don’t always appreciate the
Rooney Rule.
In 2003, five minority candidates declined to interview
with the Detroit Lions when it
was clear that the job would go
to Steve Mariucci. The Lions
hired Mariucci without interv ie w i n g a m i n o r i t y. M a t t
Millen, then the team president,
was fined $200,000 by
Tagliabue, infuriating Lions
president William Clay Ford,
who claimed the rule had never
been approved by the owners
and thus was invalid.
Before he was promoted in
Tampa, Morris was interviewed
by the Denver Broncos for the
j ob t h a t w e n t t o J o s h
McDaniels, New England’s
offensive coordinator. He said
he would have gone to the
interview in any event.
“I’m not at a point to judge
whether it’s a Rooney Rule
interview or not,’’ he said.
Dungy recommends that
potential candidates go on the
interview, because they have
nothing to lose.
“I was probably the fourth
or fifth choice when I got my
first head coaching job,’’ he
said. “You never know what
will happen or how an owner
will react to you.’’
Owners shy from criticizing
the rule publicly these days,
especially with the success of
such minority coaches as
Dungy, Smith and Tomlin.
“The bottom line is
winning,’’ said Mehri, who says
he’s delighted with the progress
the NFL has made. “Tell me one
owner who won’t concur with
that.’’

Shaq Back In
All-Star Game
For 15th Time

Shaquille O’Neal

BY DAVE SKRETTA

NEW YORK (AP) - Shaq is
back in the All-Star game.
After being left out of the
NBA's midseason gala for first
time in his career last season,
Shaquille O'Neal received his
15th All-Star selection Thursday
night when the reserves were
announced for the Feb. 15 game
in Phoenix.
“It feels good. It's not bad
for somebody who can't shoot,”
said O'Neal, a career 52.7
percent free-throw shooter who
is making more than 62 percent
from the line this season.
O'Neal and Suns teammate
Amare Stoudemire give the host
team two Western Conference
All-Stars.
“It helps to have the best
power forward, Stoudemire, the
be s t p o i n t g u a r d , S t e v e
Nashand, guys like Grant Hill
playing with me. They've been
looking out for me all season.
They've been taking care of me.
I've been trying to produce,”
O'Neal said before the Suns
hosted San Antonio.
New Orleans, San Antonio
and the Los Angeles Lakers also
had multiple players on the West
roster, which will be coached by
the Lakers' Phil Jackson.
The Orlando Magic made
out best in the East, with Jameer
Nelson and Rashard Lewis
picked as reserves by the conference's coaches alongside starter
Dwight Howard. It's the first time
Orlando has had three All-Stars.
But for the second year in a
row, only two of the Boston
Celtics' Big Three made the initial
roster: Paul Pierce was voted in
with starter Kevin Garnett, while
Ray Allen was left out.
Traded to the Suns at last
season's deadline, O'Neal
endured the worst season of his
career and had his record-tying
streak of 14 consecutive All-Star
appearances end. Now he's back
in the showcase game, and trails
only Kareem Abdul-Jabbar with
19 for most appearances. AbdulJabbar, a Lakers assistant, will
help coach the West team.
The 36-year-old O'Neal was
averaging 18.2 points and 9.1
rebounds entering Thursday
night's showdown against the
Spurs. He needed five more

points to catch Hakeem
Olajuwon for seventh on the
NBA's career scoring list.
O'Neal isn't the only veteran
on a West roster flush with experience. The Spurs' Tim Duncan
and the Lakers' Kobe Bryant are
each making their 11th appearances, while Dallas forward
Dirk Nowitzki was picked for
the eighth time and Houston
center Yao Ming for the seventh
time.
Acquired in a trade with the
Pistons on Nov. 3, Billups has
given Denver a steady backcourt
presence. The four-time All-Star
is averaging 19.0 points and 6.5
assists.
If the West team plans to
rely on experience, the East
might turn to youthful exuberance.
Making their first All-Star
teams are Nelson, New Jersey
guard Devin Harris and Indiana
forward Danny Granger, who
was snubbed last season but
whose play for the injurydepleted Pacers has been
extraordinary.
Stoudemire, Yao, Bryant,
Duncan and Chris Paul of the
Hornets were voted by fans to
start for the West. The East
starters are Garnett, Howard,
Dwyane Wade, Allen Iverson of
the Pistons and LeBron James of
the Cavaliers.
Coaches were then required
to vote for two guards, two
forwards, a center and two atlarge reserves. The other picks
for the West were Pau Gasol of
the Lakers, Tony Parker of the
Spurs, Brandon Roy of the Trail
Blazers and David West of the
Hornets. Filling out the East
roster are Raptors forward Chris
Bosh and Hawks guard Joe
Johnson.
There was little controversy
in fan voting besides
Stoudemire beating out Spurs
reserve Bruce Bowen by just
68,000 votes but the ballots
turned in by the league's coaches
left a bunch of deserving players
with a gripe.
Allen was passed over
despite averaging 18.0 points
and helping Boston to a 38-9
record. The eight-time All-Star
was skipped over last year, too,
but was later added by commissioner David Stern as an injury
replacement for Caron Butler.
Deron Williams and Paul
Millsap of the Jazz also were left
off the rosters. So were the Suns'
Steve Nash, a six-time All-Star,
Mo Williams of the East-leading
Cavaliers, Antawn Jamison of
the Wizards and Al Jefferson of
the Timberwolves.

Holmes, Big Ben
Headed For
Disney World

TAMPA (AP) - Two professional football stars who played
college ball in Ohio are headed
to Disney World after leading
the Pittsburgh Steelers to a
dramatic Super Bowl victory.
Former Ohio State standout
Santonio
Holmes
and
Quarterback Ben Roethlisberger
to
the
were i n v i t e d
F l o r i d a amusement park
after the Steelers' 27-23
victory on Sunday night.
Holmes caught the winning

touchdown with 35 seconds
remaining and was named the
game's most valuable player.
It's customary for the MVP to
visit Disney for a celebratory
parade the day after the NFL
championship game.
Roethlisberger also
received an invitation after
engineering the decisive drive.
The players filmed their
“I'm going to Disney World”
commercial on the field after
the game.
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Governor Crist And First Lady
Host 8th Annual
Points Of Light Reception

Senate Committee
Approves Holder

TALLAHASSEE
–
Gov.Charlie Crist and First
Lady Carole Crist today will
recognize the more than 54
Floridians who received a
Points of Light Award during
2008. The 8th Annual Points of
Li g h t r eception at the
Governor's Mansion honors
individuals who exemplify a
commitment to volunteerism
and serving their fellow
Floridians. Heads of several
state agencies as well as
members of the Florida
Legislature will also be in
attendance.
“The Points of Light
Award program is a reminder
that there are no limits to what
we can achieve when we join
together,” Gov. Crist said.
“The volunteers we recognize
today have given from their

hearts to those in need – to the
elderly, the homeless and to the
children of our state – as well
as to our servicemen and
women overseas.”
During 2008, Gov. Crist
awarded the Points of Light
Award to a diverse group of
recipients who span the state
and serve in a variety of capacities,
including
tutoring
children, sending gifts to
troops overseas, assisting in
the aftermath of natural
disasters, and raising funds for
local charities and causes.
For 2009, Gov. Crist plans
to
continue
recognizing
volunteer efforts that focus on
key areas of concern for
Floridians. These priorities
include environmental
awareness, fi t n es s an d
nutrition, service to persons

with disabilities and adoption
and foster care, along with
Black History Month and
Hispanic Heritage Month
awards. To view areas of focus
by month, or to nominate an
individuals for a Points of
Light award, please go to
www.VolunteerFloridaFounda
tion.org. Additional information can be found at
www.MyFlorida.com
or
www.flgov.com.
The Governor’s Points of
Light Award, sponsored by
CSX and AAA Auto Club
South, is managed by the
Governor’s Volunteer Florida
Foundation. The award is the
first statewide program in the
nation modeled after the
National Points of Light
Award.

FAMU Receives
Unqualified Financial Audit
With No Findings

TA L L A H A S S E E Florida’s Auditor General
David W. Martin released,
today, the financial audit for
Florida A&M
University
(FAMU) for 2007-08 that
shows no findings. The last
time FAMU had a financial
audit with no findings was in
2002.
University officials say the
unqualified audit, the second
since the tenure of FAMU
President James H. Ammons,
validates the work of FAMU’s
administration and staff.
Ammons said the unqualified
audit also validates how the
FAMU Board of Trustees is
working to provide the kind of
governance needed to make
FAMU a world-class institution.
“We faced serious challenges in the area of finances
that threatened our accreditation and the vitality and future
of this university,” said
Ammons. “Through the
support and leadership of our
Board of Trustees, the expertise
and commitment of administrators and staff, and the support

of alumni, we have been able to
restore the public’s trust in our
ability to handle our finances.”
The Chairman of the FAMU
Board of Trustees C. William
Jennings of Orlando said that
he is “very pleased about the
progress that he sees at his alma
mater.”
“In 19 months we have
seen tremendous progress,”
said Jennings. “I believe that
we have committed leadership
at the top and administrators
and staff who are professionals
in every sense of the word.
Florida A&M University is an
institution that is critical to the
survival of this state and nation.
As a member of the Board, I am
proud to see that we have been
able to restore the public’s trust
in our institution.”
According to Martin, the
“results of our tests disclosed
no instances of noncompliance
or other matters that are
required to be reported under
Government Auditing
Standards.”
Te re sa Hard ee, ch i ef
financial officer and vice
president for Administrative

and Financial Services, said the
auditor general’s report is
reflective of “what is expected
of a public institution of higher
education and any other entity
that requires an audit.”
“There is no reason why
FAMU should not be in compliance
with
government
au d i t i n g s t an d ard s , ” s ai d
Hardee. “It is our job to strive
for fiscal integrity in all of our
operations that are validated by
our financial statements.”
This is the second
announcement this week,
which sent a strong signal that
FAMU has dealt with its
financial challenges. This week
the Florida Board of Governors
dissolved the Task Force on
FA M U F i n a n c e a n d
Operational Control Issues.
The Task Force was created by
the Board to monitor the university’s corrective action plan.
In a recent report to the
Board on Wednesday, January
28 Ammons said that FAMU
has “corrected all of the weaknesses that led to the creation of
the task force in 2007.”

Tribe: Casino Deal Will Create
45,000 Florida Jobs

TALLAHASSEE (AP) The Seminole tribe is dangling
the promise of 45,000 jobs and
the instant access to $288
million in front of lawmakers
studying the gambling
agreement Gov. Charlie Crist
signed with the tribe.
James Allen, who runs the

tribe's gambling operations,
told a House committee on
Monday that the tribe is
working on plans to expand its
hotels and casinos if the deal
Crist signed in 2007 stays in
place.
Allen said the result would
be 45,000 direct and indirect

jobs for Florida and a $4.5
billion economic impact.
But House members don't
believe the agreement is valid
because the Supreme Court
ruled last year that Crist didn't
have the authority to sign it.

Hundreds Of Would-Be
Firefighters Line Up In Miami

MIAMI (AP) - Despite
chilly temperatures, hundreds
of people camped out in the
hopes of applying for a job
with the Miami fire department.

Some of the jobseekers
lined up Saturday afternoon to
hand in their application
Monday morning.
The city will only accept
the first 750 applications. It's

not clear how many jobs the
fire department is hoping to
fill.
The starting salary for a
Miami firefighter is about
$47,000.

BY DOROTHY ROWLEY
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA FROM
THE AFRO-AMERICAN
NEWSPAPERS

WASHINGTON (NNPA) Despite earlier efforts by
Republicans to hold up his confirmation, Eric Holder has met
Senate committee approval to
move forward his nomination
by President Obama as the
nation’s chief law enforcement
official.
Holder, who served as
deputy attorney general in the
Clinton administration, escaped
the GOP lions den Wednesday
after Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa.,
deferred the day before from his
tough stance to withhold the
vote to push through the confirmation.
Having made its way to the
full Senate with broad bipartisan support, Holder was recommended for confirmation by a
vote of 17-2 to become the first
African-American attorney
general.
The full Senate vote was
expected early this week.
Meanwhile, although John
Cornyn of Texas and Tom
Coburn of Oklahoma remained
opposed to Holder’s nomination, both Democrats and
Republicans have described
Holder as experienced and
willing to admit his mistakes, as
well as tough on crime. They
said he is also opposed to

torture.
All along, it was anticipated
that Holder’s confirmation
would be the toughest of any of
Obama’s cabinet selections.
In acknowledging his support
for Holder, Specter, one of the
Republican Party’s highestranking senators, said on
Tuesday that he’d decided to
vote
in
Holder’s
favor.
Specter said he came to his
decision largely because of the
“weighty” recommendations of
former FBI director Louis
Freeh, James Comey, who
served as a deputy attorney
general for President George H.
W. B u s h a n d f o r m e r
Transportation
Secretary
William Coleman.
“After considerable thought
and analyzing a lot of factors,
I’ve decided to vote in favor of
the confirmation of Mr.
Holder,” Specter said.
Specter had met privately a
week ago with Holder, a day
after the Judiciary panel was
slated to vote on his confirmation. But upon request from the
Republicans on the committee,
the vote was postponed for a
week, resulting in their second
request for a delay in the proceedings.
Prior to Specter’s change of
heart, Holder’s confirmation
had been held up to demand
more time to question him about
harsh interrogation techniques
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and Guantanamo trials, as well
as other issues.
The
According
to
Associated Press, at issue for
Republicans had been Holder’s
role in Clinton’s last-minute
pardon of fugitive financier
Marc Rich, whose wife was a
major Democratic donor.
Senators asked Holder why
he backed pardoning Rich and
questioned his recommendation
to commute the sentences of
Puerto Rican nationalists who
belonged to a group that carried
out murders, robberies and
bombings, according to AP.
Holder acknowledged his
mistake in the Rich case but
defended his decision in the
case of the nationalists, saying
they did not commit the violent
acts.

Life Beyond These Walls

BY ANGELA STANTON

Just
months
before
President Barack Obama was
recognized as a serious
contender for the white house
hot seat my book, “Life Beyond
These Walls,” was in the final
stages of completion.
Although this had been my
second time in prison, this experience was the worst. Even as I
have to admit that it was indeed
the worst time in my life, it was
also the best learning experience I have ever had.
There are many simple
things I can honestly say that I
took for granted. I never
realized what a privilege it was
to open a refrigerator whenever
I pleased until I ended up in
prison where there weren’t any
refrigerators, only walk-in
coolers. The only thing I
enjoyed about prison was the
times I was allowed to sleep. As
crazy as it may sound, this was
my only escape from reality. I
made myself believe that I was
dreaming. I told myself again
and again that the nightmare
would be over soon. That was
the only way I could cope and
deal with my pain. The pain of
giving birth to a child, handcuffed to a bed, and the pain of
loosing both my mother and
grandmother to death while I
was incarcerated. The pain of
not being there for them when
they needed me most was just

STEELE

continued from front page

get knocked over,’’ Steele said
the party of Abraham Lincoln is
a conservative party and “we
will cede no ground to anyone on
principles … It’s time for
something completely different
and we are going to bring it to

too overbearing. I had no clue as
to how I was going to make it
through this situation.
When I was informed about
the death of my mother, it all
seemed like a dream. There I
stood on a yard, enclosed by
barbed wire fences... surrounded by convicted felons. At first,
denial set in... Then came the
blame, regrets, grief, should of,
could of, would of, and then all
I could think about was my
children.
In “Life Beyond These
Walls,” I give voice to the
unforeseeable events that can
devastate our youth. I have
experienced, survived and
overcome many of the obstacles
that young people face today. I
have endured every form of
abuse known to man, not to
exclude being molested at the
age of five by a trusted family
member. I am a single mother of
five and a three time convicted
felon. My story is gripping and
my concern is sincere. By the
grace of God my life is having a
profound impact in halfway
houses, youth detention centers
and on the unsuspecting.
The first day I decided to
write this book, I had one sole
purpose in mind; I wanted to
help troubled girls. All the ones
that had been through what I’d
gone through, even the ones that
hadn’t. I had a lot of internal
issues as a young girl, yet I’d
never met anyone that could

share stories with me about how
they had overcome the same
hurts that I’ve endured throughout my lifetime.
With that in mind I knew I
had to write this book. Inside
there are so many stories from
women of all walks of life,
suffering from all kinds of hurts.
Whether it is mental, physical,
sexual, or verbal, there is a
lesson to learn in each one of
their stories. This book gives
insight into where criminal
behavior begins and it shows
the consequences of thoughtless
decisions. After you read this
book, I’m sure you’ll be
wondering just like I am; who is
the real victim?
I wrote this book as a
training manual and a resource
for dialogue, to help the young
women of this nation become
critical systematic thinkers for
the 21st century and beyond.
There is so much to be done
and so much that isn’t being
said. When I was writing my
book, I was warned not to be too
controversial. That is an interesting twist of fate. The things
that matter the most, things that
we really believe in are often
labeled to controversial to be
discussed in the light of day. Yet
one can’t help but wonder if the
evils of society, that lead our
women and men down the path
to a life behind bars will be
addressed in the days ahead that
promise change.

them,’’ Steele said after his
victory. “This is our opportunity.
I cannot do this by myself.’’
He called his win an opportunity
to empower and grow the
Republican base. “It’s time for
something completely different
… We will make sure that we
work hard to make sure those
principles, those values that have
made us the party of Lincoln are

part of the issues, are part of the
policies, are part of helping set a
new direction for this country,’’
Steele said. “We will cede no
ground to anyone on principles
and on matters that matter to the
people of this country. So my
first official act as your new
chairman is to end this speech
right now.’’
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

(727) 894-4311

912 3RD AVENUE NORTH- ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33705
(727) 822-2089
BETHEL1894@KNOLOGY.NET

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ........................................................9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed).............................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed) ..................................................6:30 p.m.

BREAKFAST MINISTRY……………..SUNDAY 8:00 A.M.
CHURCH SCHOOL ………………………….9:00 A.M.
MORNING WORSHIP………………………10:30 A.M.
BIBLE STUDY……………………TUESDAY 7:00 P.M.
YOUTH CHURCH …………… MON & WED 5:30 P.M.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

“THERE’S A PLACE FOR YOU IN THE AME CHURCH”

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

St. Mark African Methodist Episcopal Church
“Where Everybody is Somebody”
928 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: (727) 823-6666
Rev. Keturah D. Pittman, Pastor

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School................................................9:30 a.m.
Sunday Early Morning Worship Service ...11:00 a.m.
Monday Prayer & Praise ..............................6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ................................6:30 p.m.
Friday Youth Activities.................................6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Sunday
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

Church Of God In Christ

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714
Pastor Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

Trinity Presbyterian Church
2830 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
727-327-8590

Alfonso Woods,
Pastor

www.abundant-harvest.org

Log on:
www.travelwiththechurch.com
(to book your travel engagements)

New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church
1210 Union Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 823-2545

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Early Morning............................................8:00 a.m.
Church School ...........................................9:45 a.m.
Mid-Morning ...........................................11:00 a.m.
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study........7:00 p.m.

(727) 686-9356

Wednesday
Bible Study
7:00 p.m.

“Walking In The Promised Vision”

YPWW First and Third Sunday of each month after Morning Service

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Queen Street

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

REVEREND DAVID L.
AND DOROTHY
CONNELLY

Email: trinityp@tampabay.rr.com
pastorwoods07@yahoo.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study – Wednesday – 6:30 p.m.
Holy Communion Every First Sunday

ORDER OF SERVICE
Sunday School ..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship Service .......11:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday ...........7:00 PM

Rev. Jerry B.
Alexander Jr.
Pastor

Mission Statement

Reaching The Lost And Teaching The Saved

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Luke 14:23 and Psalm 119:33,34

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”
Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship .................................11:00 a.m.
Communion ..................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation.....................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting ............7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study..................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study .......7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Pastor Clark
Wednesday Tutoring .......................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Hazley, Sr.
Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

First Baptist Institutional
Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

YOUR CHURCH
COULD BE HERE!
Call TODAY!!

REV. WAYNE G.
THOMPSON, PASTOR

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church
900 - 16th Avenue South

St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

820 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL
Home: 896-8006

Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990

Bishop
Raymond T.
Baker, Pastor

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Communion is observed every first Sunday

Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ...............................10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship..................................5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

THE ROCK

Tuesday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday
Thursday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

OF

SERVICES

Sunday

Bro. Rober t Sm ith

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

McCabe United Methodist Church
2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

A Discipleship Making Community

Sunday Worship Services . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) . . . .12:30 p.m.

Advertise in the
Church Directory!
CALL
727-896-2922

GREATER MT. ZION AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Friendship

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

1045 16th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
email: info@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Call Today!
Don’t wait!

Early Morning Worship .....................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ...................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.....11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study.....................................6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Wednesday Prayer Service ................................7:00 p.m.

Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation – Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Your Church

could be HERE!

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Tony L. Bradley, Pastor

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!
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